Lessons about Urban Shield to draw from TWR Political Education
In the past several months, Third World Resistance has sought to thicken connections between its member organizations by doing monthly political education.  To date TWR organizations have studied imperialism, fascism, zionism, and united fronts together.  Moving forward from this study, CPE offers the following brief connections between Urban Shield (and work to resist Urban Shield) and the concepts of imperialism, fascism, zionism, and united fronts.

Urban Shield and Imperialism
Urban Shield is connected to the US program of global political, military, cultural, and economic dominance.
· Urban Shield is funded by the US Department of Homeland Security and is situated within the broader context of US militarism.  Urban Shield reflects military funding priorities for the US (over 50% of federal discretionary budget is committed to the Department of Defense; education, by contrast is 5%) as well as the US government’s commitment to global security spending and training  (for example, the US trains approximately 200,000 soldiers, police, and other personnel from outside the United States every year).

· During its trainings, Urban Shield regularly hosts police forces from other countries, some notorious for their repressive records.  For example, in 2016, the same year that Mexican National Police used military training, tactics, and weapons to kill protesters during a labor struggle in Oaxaca,  they also trained at Urban Shield.  The apartheid state of Israel’s national police won the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) competition at Urban Shield in 2011.
· Urban Shield training scenarios reflect US military and counter-insurgency priorities in the ways they instruct law enforcement to target and neutralize leftists, Arabs, muslims, and other “security threats.”
Urban Shield and Fascism
Urban Shield is connected to ideologies of xenophobia, racism, militarism, and authoritarian nationalism.
· Urban Shield seeks a military solution to social, economic, political, and environmental problems, and corrals traditional social/civic agencies (EMT’s, firefighters, etc.) under the command and control of militarized law enforcement.

· Urban Shield training scenarios mobilize xenophobic stereotypes and worldviews, and prop up racist security policies. 

· Urban Shield has allowed vendors at its trade show/weapons fair to profit from selling racist, xenophobic, and ultra-nationalist paraphernalia.

· The primary trainees at Urban Shield are local SWAT teams.  Those teams are overwhelming deployed to intimidate and suppress people of color through the militarized warrant service and through suppressing political dissent on the left.

· The architect of Urban Shield, Alameda County Sheriff Gregory Ahern, has collaborated with ICE despite county sanctuary ordinances, officially supported far-right, racist US Attorney General Jeff Sessions, and presides over attempts at expanding the county’s jail system.  Sheriff Ahern’s office recently retweeted a press briefing led by “alt-right” leader Richard Spencer. 

Urban shield and Zionism
Urban Shield is connected to the racist, colonialist project and ideology of zionism.
· Alameda County Sheriff Ahern developed Urban Shield after visiting the apartheid state of Israel training with that country's National Police.

· The apartheid state of Israel’s national police won the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) competition at Urban Shield in 2011.
· On October 25, 2011, the Oakland Police Department, trained by the Israeli military during Urban Shield, used the same tear gas and rubber bullets against Occupy activists as the Israeli Defense Forces uses against Palestinians resisting Israeli colonialism.

· The apartheid state of Israel is heavily involved in international arms, surveillance sales and international training that have included Oakland police, Ferguson Police, as well as other right-wing and racist regimes and paramilitary organization over the past decades.

Building United Fronts and Urban Shield
Resisting and defeating Urban Shield affords Third World/Third World solidarity organizations opportunities to play a leading role in uniting a broad section of communities and organizations. 
· The Stop Urban Shield coalition is comprised of around 20 organization (with many more endorsing organizations) from human rights, anti-PIC, arts, student, international solidarity, legal, faith, anti-racist, and anti-war sectors.
· Organizations resisting Urban Shield have been able to outreach to, communicate with, and mobilize many different types of organizations and communities, including:
· faith groups

· labor unions

· anti-war activists

· first responders/health-workers

· anti-policing organizations

· racial justice groups

· anti-displacement activists

· Stop Urban Shield has strategically engaged elected officials and governmental bodies such as the Alameda County Urban Shield Task Force

· Organizing against Urban Shield has been effective in:

· mobilizing thousands of community members to rallies, marches, town halls, and governmental meetings

· shifting some of the debate around police militarization

· ending the City of Oakland’s hosting of Urban Shield and banning University of California, Berkeley campus police from participating in Urban Shield. 

